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ready mentioned, had been declining so rapidly as to have
reached the brink of irretrievable ruin at the advent of Ra-
chel, was now, thanks to her popularity, hi a most prosperous
vein. The actress who for two months had played to a " beg-
garly array of empty boxes," and to her Israelite friends in
the pit and upper tier, now brought into the house the unpre-
cedented sum of 6000 francs on every night she played. The
net receipts for the month of October had amounted to 100,000
francs; the increase in the receipts of the theatre amounted to
from 65 to 70,000 francs. Though a large portion of the prof-
its went into the pockets of the societaires, the latter were not
the less disposed to find fault with the management, against
which they brought the charge of sacrificing the future pros-
perity of the theatre to that which could only prove a mo-
mentary fit of enthusiasm on the part of the public. They
urged—and the event proved they were right—that Rachel
would soon manifest the most unbounded pretensions; that
she was only enriching them for the present to ruin them aft-
erward ; that the precedent would prove the bane of the man-
agement.
It has been shown that Rachel entered the The'atre Fran-
9ais in March, 1838, at a salary of 4000 francs per annum for
three years, and that the management, in the month of Oc-
tober, very liberally agreed to cancel this contract, and renew
it at a salary of 8000 francs per annum up to April 1st, 1840.
There was a stipulated forfeit of 50,000 francs in case of non-
fulfillment of the engagement, and the actress was to provide
her own dresses. The management, however, presented her
with three of the most expensive of her costumes, with a sum
of 1000 francs in November, and another similar sum in De-
cember.
No sooner were these advantages obtained than more were
demanded by the rapacious father of Mademoiselle Rachel.
While the daughter studied her splendid Greek and Roman
characters, and conveyed to worshiping thousands the noblest
sentiments of the human heart, the prudent papa studied the
labyrinthine mazes of the Code Civil, and, becoming learned in
the law, found out that engagements contracted by minors are
easily annulled. Both father and daughter came to the satis-

